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A University of Pennsylvania psychiatrist filed anaplaint with the federal Office of Research Intggr
accusing five psychiatrists, including Dr. Gary Baof Massachusetts General Hospital, of scientific
misconduct.

Dr. Jay Amsterdam, a psychiatry professor at U.Resad that the five physicians allowed their name
to be appended to a manuscript that was drafteddzlical communications company Scientific
Therapeutics Information, hired by SmithKline Beaieh now GlaxoSmithKline. The paper, he said in
his July 8 letter to federal officials, misrepretgehinformation from a research study on the
antidepressant drug Paxil.

The manuscript was published in the American JdwhBRsychiatry in 2001, and has been cited in
hundreds of medical journal articles, textbooksl practice guidelines. Amsterdam said the paper
suggested that Paxil may be beneficial in the tmeat of bipolar depression, without acknowledgimeg t
medical communication company’s contribution or éxéent of GSK’s involvement.

E-mails that Amsterdam included with his complaatter draw a picture of a political battle between
Amsterdam and one of the paper’s authors, Dr. baS3ulai, associate professor of psychiatry at
U.Penn, but also suggest that Scientific Therapgutas deeply involved in publication of the resbkar

Amsterdam, who enrolled patients for the studyuaed Gyulai of “misappropriating” his data and
publishing it without his knowledge.

The e-mails between Amsterdam and several collesagiud.Penn. also say, for example, that the
medical communications company decided who woulthbdirst author of the paper and that many
participants “never had a chance to review or gushsee the manuscript before it went to press.”

Many leading medical centers and medical schoatsuding Mass. General and Harvard, have policies
prohibiting researchers from lending their namegapers that are “ghostwritten” by industry.

The doctors Amsterdam names are: Dr. Dwight Evelmsiyman of the psychiatry department at the
University of Pennsylvania; Sachs, a Harvard Mddszdool professor; Gyulai; Dr. Charles Nemeroff,
chairman of the psychiatry department at the Usiaeof Miami; and Dr. Charles Bowden, chairman
of the psychiatry department at the University ekds.

U.Penn. said it will investigate the allegations.

Harvard Medical School spokeswoman Gina Vild dedito comment.



The Office of Research Integrity did not returnieélom the Globe asking whether it will investigat
the complaint.

Sachs said in an e-mailed statement that he waplgxed” by the allegations. “These allegations are
simply inconsistent with my experience and theifigdof the study,” he wrote. “When the data became
available, | went to Philadelphia to help Dr Gyulaaft the manuscript. We started with a blank page
We passed several iterations between us and thee tither authors.”

He added that the manuscript was peer-reviewegbablished in a high quality journal, and that the
primary finding was that “neither of the antidemasts added benefit beyond that of lithium alones. |
this finding that is so frequently cited in theestific literature.”

Liz Kowalczyk can be reached at - kowalczyk at glolot com
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